Organizing the geriatrician/oncologist partnership: one size fits all? Practical solutions.
Cancer in elderly patients is becoming a global issue, with the aging of the population and increased incidence of cancer with aging. Older patients with cancer have unique needs that can best be addressed by the integration of geriatrics principles and oncology care. Unfortunately, the worsening shortage of oncologists and geriatricians makes the care of the older patient with cancer increasingly challenging. Practical issues to consider when creating a geriatrics/oncology partnership include the available resources in terms of interdisciplinary team members, the patient population in need, and the ability to provide primary, consultative, and/or shared care. Ultimately, creative strategies will be needed to maximize the limited availability of the geriatrician and oncologist.